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DOS  

ÅThe State Department, originally known as the Department of 
Foreign Affairs when it was created in 1789, is the oldest of 
the cabinet-level agencies in the Executive Branch. ... For most 
of the department's history, the Secretary of State functioned 
as the top adviser to the President on matters of international 
relations.  

ÅThe Secretary of State is the first Cabinet official in the order 
of precedence and in the presidential line of succession, after 
the Vice President of the United States, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and President pro tempore of the Senate. 

 



First Sec of State  
First Female Sec State 

ÅOn September 29, 1789, President Washington appointed 
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, then Minister to France, to be 
the first United States Secretary of State. 

ÅMadeleine Albright became the first woman to become the 
United States Secretary of State and the first foreign-born 
woman to serve in the Cabinet when she was appointed 
Secretary of State in 1997. Condoleezza Rice became the 
second female secretary of state in 2005. Hillary Clinton 
became the third female secretary of state when she was 
appointed in 2009. 



Prague Birthplace of  
Sec State Albright 



Duties of the DOS 

Å Duties: 

Å Protecting and assisting U.S. citizens living or traveling abroad; 

Å Assisting U.S. businesses in the international marketplace; 

Å Coordinating and providing support for international activities of other 
U.S. agencies (local, state, or federal government), official visits overseas 
and at home, and other diplomatic efforts. 

Å Keeping the public informed about U.S. foreign policy and relations with 
other countries and providing feedback from the public to administration 
officials. 

Å Providing automobile registration for non-diplomatic staff vehicles and the 
vehicles of diplomats of foreign countries having diplomatic immunity in 
the United States.[21] 

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._citizen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic_license_plates_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic_immunity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State


Hx of DOS MED Rogers Act 

ÅUntil the early years of 20th century most 
diplomatic and consular officers, as they were 
then categorized, were regarded as temporary 
employees service at the pleasure of the 
President. Few thought of their employment 
as a career.  No need was felt for medical 
facilities to oversee their health.  In 1924 the 
Rogers Act made provision for the 
establishment of a retirement and disability 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳΧΦmandatory retirement was 65. 



HX of DOS Med  

Å1920 Encephalitis had spread from Europe 
into the US and this epidemic lead eventually 
to a nursing service for the State Department 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΧit was staffed by a nurse for the 
War Department and by 1925 this grew into a 
full time health office.  The nurse Eva Harris 
and after marriage her name was Eva Jacobs 
had a room portioned with 4 cots. She was 
employed by the War Department but, she 
took care of State and Navy Personnel. 



Nursing Was The Foundation 

ÅEva Jacobs lived until 1979 and gave this 
interview to Dr. Alfred Henderson Clinical 
Director of the DOS Med. 
ïMany FSO came to me and soon learned they could trust me not to 

reveal those medical problems that would have, no doubt, prevented 
them from returning overseas.  

ï²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ  ²ŀǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ !ǎǎǘΦ {ŜŎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ 
Harry McBride asked Mrs. Jacobs if she would remain to work the 
DOS. This is how the DOS acquired its first nurseτthe first medical 
staff.  She would need the services of many local physicians and 
specialists. She left in 1940 to have a baby and raise her family the 
DOS drew upon other agencies for their health care. It was not until 
after the war in 1946 did the DOS medical issued addressed in 
legislative form in the Foreign Service Act of 1946. 



Foreign Service Act of 1946 
Section 941  

Å941 of the Act authorized the Sec of State to 
pay hospitalization costs for the a Foreign 
Service Officer or employee who is a U.S. 
citizen incurring an illness or injury in the life 
of duty while serving abroad that is άƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
result of vicious habits, intemperance, or 
ǿƛƭƭŦǳƭ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘΦέ The report 
from the house committee recognized that άŀ 
large percentage of FSO and employees 
ǎǳŎŎǳƳō ǘƻ ƳŀƭŀǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŘȅǎŜƴǘŜǊȅέ 



941 Continued 
ÅThis recognized unless there was a U.S. Public 

Health Service Officer in country that they 
often would not receive adequate medical 
care.  Section 942 permitted the payment of 
transportation costs of an ill or injured officer 
or employee to the nearest suitable hospital 
or clinic with an attendant if needed. It also 
authorized the Sec. of State to establish a first 
aid station and to provide for the services of a 
nurse at post where there were sufficient 
personal and it was warranted. FSO were 
covered but not their spouses or children. 



1946-1947 
ÅMr. Seldon Chapin, the first Director General 

of the Foreign Service delegated several senior 
Foreign Service Officer to secure assistance 
from the Public Health Service in developing 
a medical service for the Foreign Service.  In 
April 1947, Carl Strom, a career FSO, had a 
conversation where the DOS should feel free 
to utilize Naval Hospital if an officer of the PHS 
was appointed director of the new medical 
program. The deputy Surgeon General of the 
PHS suggested this provision.  



DOS 1st Medical Officer-PHS 

ÅThe DOS concurred, and Dr. Marion King, a 
physician would be on loan from the PHS and 
he was selected to head the medical 
program. Dr. King had been the medical 
director of the Federal Prison Service 
(Interesting). This happened on May 7, 1947.  
His office was designated the Health Branch 
within the Office of Foreign Service Personnel. 
In 1947 there were 12 PHS  officers overseas 
and those post they extended services to DOS 
FSO. 



CƛǊǎǘ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ btΩǎ ϧ t!Ωǎ 
ÅIf you read the history (You can now order the book 

written by Dr. Virgil Deviler on Amazon) Embassy 
HU's were staffed by Public Health Registered Nurses 
from the late 50's and early 60's. In the 80's a group 
of nurses were sent away to become "Nurse 
Practitioners".  Upon completing NP school, they 
were sent back overseas to work in Embassies.   



t!Ωǎ 5h{ 
ÅFast forward to 1989.  Several PAs applied to be Foreign 

Service Health Practitioners.  Most of these PA had years of 
experience, and well qualified for the job, but MED said they 
were not qualified. Yes, the Law suit was filed in 1991 or 1992. 
They lost the first lawsuit but still tried to hire only PAs that 
came from a dual NP/PA program like UC-Davis. It was only 
after they were threatened with a  second lawsuit by the 
AAPA did they relent and hire three PA to start with. Paul 
McComber, Cheryl Green and I all came in the same year. 
1998. I believe we were all offered at the same time (April 
1998), and it came down to when our security clearances 
were finished that we all started. I believe Paul actually 
started first by 4 months. Cheryl and I started within weeks of 
each other. (History from Ty Flewelling PA) 

 



Where We Stand Today 

Å1. Appx. 60 Regional Medical Officers (RMO) 

Å2. Appx. 125 Medical Practitioners (NP/PA) 

ÅCovering about 250 posts abroad. 

ÅPosts are either U.S. Embassies or 

ÅU.S.  Consulates  

ÅTurkey Istanbul is a Consulate 25 Mil People  

ÅAnkara is the location of the U.S. Embassy  



Sec State  



Front Row Seat To World Politics 



Country Team 

ÅUS Ambassador 

ÅDCM (Deputy Chief of Mission) 

ÅPOL (Political Officer) 

ÅECON (Economics Officer) 

ÅRSO (Regional Security Officer-Diplomatic Security) 

ÅAgency Country Heads 

Å1. USAID 

Å2. MCC 

Å3. Peace Corps 

Å4. DAT 

Å5. US Treasury 

Å6. Other Agencies 

Å7. Specialists, Med, GSO, IMO, FM 

 

 

 

 



What Does Med Do In Country 
 Primary Role is to provide direct care to 

ICAAS Members.  Survey local facilities 
and act as the primary point of contact 
for all medical issues that pertain to the 
ǎǘŀŦŦΦ  aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 9ǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

  Med Supports VIP Visitors (POTUS, 
VPOTUS, Sec State) (Visits by 
Congressman, Senators, Agencies) 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳǎΧ 

 Interface: International Red Cross, Mercy, 
ORBIS, Embassies from other countries.   

 Medical Diplomacy is officially 
recognized (IVLP)  

 



Peace Corps Mgt  

 



ORBIS 

 



Med Organizational Chart 
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Med Regions  

Å EUR: 
Å Frankfurt  Tom Yun MD/RMM 
Å Ankara Region Baku, Tbilisi, Yerevan, Adana & Istanbul 
Å Belgrade Region Sofia, Pristina, Athens, Thessaloniki 
Å Frankfurt Region Berlin, Bonn, Munich, Dusseldorf, Hamburg, Copenhagen, Florence, Leipzig, Milan, Naples 
Å London region Brussels, Barcelona, Belfast, Bordeaux, Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, Madrid & Marseille 
Å Moscow Region Helsinki, St. Petersburg, Yekaterinburg & Minsk 
Å Sarajevo Region Podgorica, Zagreb, Ljubljana 
Å Vienna Region Bucharest, Budapest, Tirana, Chisinau, Bratislava, Bern & Geneva 
Å Warsaw Region Kiev, Prague, Krakow, Oslo, Riga, Stockholm, Tallinn & Vilnius 
Å NEA & Almaty, Dhaka, Islamabad & Kabul Regions 

 

Å Doha  Kim Ottwell MD/RMM 
Å Amman Region Tel Aviv, Damascus, Jerusalem, Beirut & Nicosia 
Å Baghdad Region  Cairo Region Rabat, Tunis, Tripoli, Algiers, Tangier, Casablanca & Valletta 
Å Riyadh Region Manama, Dhahran, Jeddah 
Å Kuwait Region Doha & Muscat 
Å Sanaa Region Asmara, Abu Dhabi, Dubai & Djibouti 
Å Almaty Region Astana, Tashkent, Bishkek, Dushanbe & Ashgabat 
Å Dhaka Region Kathmandu 
Å Islamabad Region Peshawar, Karachi & Lahore 
Å Kabul Region  

 



Med Regions 
Å AF: 

Å Johannesburg  Brooks Taylor MD/RMM 
Å Accra Region  Freetown, Monrovia, Lome & Cotonou 

Å Bamako Region  Niamey, Abidjan and Ouagadougou 

Å Dakar Region  Conakry, Nouakchott, Banjul, Bissau & Praia 

Å Khartoum Region  Ndjamena, Addis Ababa & Juba 

Å Lagos Region  Abuja, Yaoundé, Libreville, Bangui, Sao Tome & Malabo 

Å Nairobi Region  Kampala, Kigali, Kinshasa, Bujumbura, Dar es Salaam & Brazzaville 

Å Pretoria Region Antananarivo, Harare, Maputo, Lilongwe, Johannesburg, Lusaka, Luanda, Cape Town, 
Durban, Maseru, Mbabane, Port Louis, Windhoek & Gaborone 

Å  EAP & New Delhi Region: 

Å Bangkok  Nick Riesland MD/RMM 
Å Bangkok Region  Hanoi, Phnom Penh, Rangoon, Vientiane, Chiang Mai, Ho Chi-Minh City & Udorn Thani 

Å Beijing Region  Chengdu, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenyang 

Å Seoul Region Ulaanbaatar, Vladivostok & Pusan 

Å Jakarta Region  Surabaya, Wellington, Auckland, Suva, Apia, Tarawa, Port Vila, Nuku Alofa, Dili & Medan 

Å Manila Region  Tokyo, Fukuoka, Osaka-Kobe, Sapporo, Naha, Nagoya, Kolonia, Koror & Majuro 

Å Singapore region Kuala Lumpur, Bandar Seri Begawan, Port Moresby, Canberra, Melbourne, Perth & 
Sydney 

Å Taipei Region 

Å New Delhi Region  Colombo, Mumbai, Chennai, Calcutta 
 



Med Regions 

Å WHA  Florida  Nancy Manahan MD/RMM 

Å Bogota Region Quito, Cartagena, Guayaquil & Panama 

Å Caracas Region  Aruba, Curacao, Georgetown, Paramaribo & Port of Spain 

Å Florida Region Havana, Santo Domingo, Post au Prince, Nassau, Kingston, Freeport, 
Bridgetown, St. George & St. Lucia 

Å Mexico City Region Ciudad Juarez, Guadalajara, Matamoros, Merida, Monterrey, 
Nuevo Laredo, Tijuana, Hermosillo,  Nogales, Tuxla & Mazatlan 

Å Santiago Region La Paz, Buenos Aires, Asuncion, Cochabamba, Montevideo & 
Santa Cruz 

Å Lima Region Brasilia, Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro & Recife 

Å San Salvador Region Managua, Tegucigalpa, Panama, Guatemala City, Belmopan & 
San Jose 

Å Washington Region Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City, Toronto, Vancouver, Calgary, 
Winnipeg, Halifax& Bermuda 
 



AIP (Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan) 
PSP (Priority Service Posts) 

ÅAIP, Yemen, Syria, Libya, Lebanon, 
Jordan, etc.  

ÅOTHERS GO-DOS STAYS! 

ÅAs DOD  withdrawals State remains. 

ÅIn most cases diplomacy is the last 
thing to be withdrawn.   



DMZ S. KOREA 

 



Benefits  

Å1. Salary (Base, Differentials, Health Care 
1/3..2/3 for life is you retire. 5 Year Vesting 

 

ÅRR Travel based on country 

 

ÅHousing utilities, cable TV FREE 

 

ÅWorld Travel & Life Style 

 

 



Typical Embassy Health Clinic 
For a Small Post (Eritrea) 

 



WORLD TRAVEL 

 



Kabul  



Grand Mosque Ankara Turkey 

 



Seoul S. Korea 

 



RED SQUARE MOSCOW 

 



MOSCOW 

 



Ambassador John Addleton & 
Richard Donovan 

 



Naadam Festival Ulaanbaatar 



UB Mongolia 


