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The new millennium means many things to many people, but
for the members of the Veterans Caucus it means the 20th
Anniversary of our organization and a time to remember. The
Veterans Caucus grew from humble seeds planted in New
Orleans in 1980 when a group of Vietnam Veterans met infor-
mally to discuss veteran health care issues. Today, it repre-
sents over 6500 physician assistants who have worn the
uniforms of the United States of America and served in every
conflict since Vietnam. 

We acknowledge and celebrate with the leaders and members
of the Veterans Caucus for their 20 years of dedicated service
to the American Academy of Physician Assistants, its mem-
bers, and friends. ÒSelfless serviceÓ was the hallmark value of
the Òfirst physician assistantsÓ and continues to be the trade-
mark of the men and women of the Veterans Caucus. Year
after year we provide the Honor Guard for AAPA ceremonies,
scholarships for veteran PA students, in addition to promoting
the time-honored tradition of taking time out of our busy
CME conference schedules to honor and remember those who

Greetings to All and Happy Bir thday 
to the Veterans Caucus

made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. Memorial Day
holds treasured memories for Caucus members and our
friends, for we all share a common bond in three wordsÉ
ÓDUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY.Ó 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I congratulate the men
and women of the Veterans Caucus. You have done your duty
well as you served your country, your patients, and your fel-
low veterans. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your
president. Thank you for your dedicated service and good
luck in the future. Those original seeds continue to grow and
blossom and bear sweet fruit. May the next 20 years be more
bountiful than the last; your country and your profession are
better off because of what you have sacrificed and accom-
plished. God bless each of you and your extended families. 

Mike Milner, MMS, PA-C
Commander, US Public Health Service

President
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The 1960s were a decade of change in America, and it wasnÕt
all hippies, miniskirts, and rock Õn roll.  It was during this
dynamic period that Eugene A. Stead, Jr., MD, had the revo-
lutionary idea of starting an entirely new profession, that of
the physician assistant.  At the time, Dr. Stead was chairman
of the Department of Medicine at Duke University in
Durham, North Carolina, and appointed an ad hoc committee
to determine how to implement his concept.  The committee,
chaired by Andrew Wallace, MD, formulated a plan for the
establishment of a school for this profession, determined what
the program of study should encompass, and proposed a cur-
riculum.

Some of the members of Dr. WallaceÕs committee were active
in research activities for the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) and had worked with Navy medical corpsmen at
Bethesda Naval Hospital, adjacent to the NIH.  At the same
time, former Navy medical corpsmen were among the experi-
enced health care personnel taking part in research on hyper-
baric medicine at Duke.  Furthermore, James Mau, one of Dr.
SteadÕs administrative assistants who was active in the devel-
opment of the PA concept, was a former Navy fighter pilot.
Therefore, it should come as no surprise that the first people
chosen to participate in the new endeavor were former Navy
medical corpsmen.

Dr. Stead explained this choice in an article in the New
England Journal of Medicine,stating Òmany bright young
men with high school or junior college training are in the
medical corps of the Navy, Army, and Air Force and have the
opportunity to determine their aptitude for the health area.Ó
(1967;277:800-801).  He envisioned the new profession as
recruiting individuals with Ògood intelligence and motivation
who might have been doctors if the turn of the wheel had
given their families a social and financial structure to support
the long general and special education needed to produce the
doctor.Ó

I am often asked to describe the function of the military med-
ical corpsman, an occupation that does not exist in the civil-
ian sector.  Although their roles vary slightly depending on
the branch of service, they are similar enough for the example
of a US Navy medical corpsman to stand for all services.
And yes, women can and do become medical corps members,
but the present discussion will highlight  men, since they are
currently the only ones allowed on the combat lines.

Along with all enlisted sailors, the prospective medical corps-
man begins his career in Navy boot camp, where he receives
an appreciation of American and military history; an introduc-
tion to various forms of military signaling; an exposure to
small arms; and instruction in personal hygiene, the care of
uniforms, military bearing, and, of course, swimming.  Fol-
lowing this brief, though intense, introduction to military life,
he attends a Hospital Corps School, which ranges from 8
weeks (320 hours of instruction) to 20 weeks (760 hours).
The medical education of a corpsman includes anatomy,
physiology, pharmacology, first aid, venipuncture, and nurs-
ing skills.  Upon completion of this training, the corpsman is
assigned to a preceptorship in a medical or surgical unit at a
naval hospital for a minimum of 1 year.  After this, he may be
assigned to any station, dispensary, or ship in the US Navy.

Since the Navy may be required to establish a medical sup-
port unit any place in the world, at any time, it has special
schools at which corpsmen may receive additional formal or
on-the-job training in every facet of medical corps practice.
Corpsmen become laboratory technicians, operating room
technicians, and technicians in such areas as radiology, elec-
trocardiography, radiotherapy, aviation medicine, and hyper-
baric medicine.  Corpsmen who decide to make a career of
the Navy can attend Advanced Hospital Corps School, where
they may qualify for duty Òindependent of a medical officer.Ó
Although this school, established in 1958, may sound similar
to some PA programs, it includes courses not usually avail-
able to the aspiring PA (eg, embalming, finance, and atomic
warfare).

Because the US Marine Corps is part of the Department of
the Navy, Navy medical corpsmen are routinely assigned to
Marine units.  Before such an assignment, corpsmen receive
special schooling at a Field Medical Service School (FMSS),
where a Marine drill instructor gives each corpsmen a person-
al introduction to Marine history and culture, and a lot of
exercise.  The corpsmen in FMSS learn everything from the
treatment of snake bites and the injuries of atomic, biological,
and chemical warfare to field sanitation, evacuation proce-
dures, and the treatment of combat wounds.

TodayÕs shipboard corpsman functions in an air-conditioned
sick bay equipped with the latest in medical technologies.
Those assigned to the Marine Corps however, must carry all
necessary medical equipment with them, enough to accom-
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plish their mission, but not too much to weigh them down.  
It is in situations like this that medical corpsmen often shine;
when the call ÒCorpsman up!Ó is heard in the heart of battle,
the corpsman must scurry to the injured Marine, and using
limited medical supplies under fire, do his best to preserve
life.  And it is here that the roots of our noble profession lie.

In 1965, four former Naval medical corpsmen entered the
first PA program at Duke University.  On October 6, 1967,
three graduated.  (What happened to the fourth?  He left
before completing his clinical rotations to answer a call to 
the missionary service).  ÒThe foremost pioneer of formally
trained physiciansÕassistants in this AcademyÓ is engraved 
on the Richard Steele memorial gavel that is presented to
each new president of the American Academy of Physician
Assistants (AAPA) in honor of one of the members of this
inaugural class and the first in his profession to venture into
the outside world to spread the PA gospel.  He met an untime-
ly death in 1970, while the profession was still in its infancy.

Victor Hugo Germino, Jr., another member of the first class
of PAs, had worked as a lifeguard, deck hand, ambulance
attendant, occupational therapy technician, surgical technician
and, of course, Navy medical corpsman, before entering into
Dr. SteadÕs unique adventure.  Upon completion of his train-
ing, Vic spent 5 years practicing medicine in collaboration
with Dr. Kaye H. Kilborn, Director of Environmental
Medicine at Duke.  In July 1974, he left the womb of Duke to
accept a PA position in the United States Coast Guard base
dispensary in Kodiak, Alaska.  After retiring from the Coast
Guard, Vic returned to Durham.

The third and youngest member of the first PA class was
Kenneth Ferrell, a Durham native.  Having completed a tour
of duty in Iceland, Ken was aboard a Navy ship in the
Mediterranean when he heard of the plans to start a PA pro-
gram.  Dr. SteadÕs concept sounded Òtoo good to be true,Ó and
when his ship returned to its homeport in Little Creek,
Virginia, Ferrell arranged to take some leave to be inter-
viewed by Dr. Stead.  After graduation, Ken worked with Dr.
Herbert O. Sieker, Chief of Pulmonary and Allergic Diseases
at Duke, until Dr. SiekerÕs retirement in 1987.  Ken then pur-
sued a new direction, working in the medical records section
of the private diagnostic clinic at Duke.

In 1966, while the members of the first PA class were
immersed in their studies, Dr. Stead was called to serve as 
an expert witness in a California court case that would bring
international recognition to the fledgling PA profession.
Roger G. Whittaker, a former Navy medical corpsman and 

an engineering technology student at the University of
California, was on trial for having practiced medicine without
a license.  While in the Navy, Whittaker had attended
Hospital Corps School and Operating Technician School.
With this surgical education, he had not only served as a cir-
culating operating room assistant but had also acted as a first
assistant in at least 125 operations.  A veteran of Vietnam and
26 years old, Roger had needed part-time employment to sup-
plement his veteransÕbenefits while he was in college.  He
began to assist Dr. George C. Stevenson, the only practicing
neurosurgeon within 275 miles of Redding, California.  All
went well until the two were reported to the California State
Board of Medical Examiners.

Despite Dr. SteadÕs statement at the trial that Whittaker had
provided a much-needed service and the testimony of the
Chairman of the Board of Redding Memorial Hospital that
the defendant was a Òbetter neurosurgical assistant than I
am,Ó Whittaker was found guilty in one of the three cases,
and his employer was found guilty of having aided and abet-
ted him.  However, Whittaker and Stevenson were found Ònot
guiltyÓ in two cases of emergency procedures in which the
jury felt that their combined services were indeed beneficial.
Both received suspended sentences of 30 days in jail,
Whittaker was fined $50 and his employer was fined $200.

During these legal proceedings, Dr. Stead had the opportunity
to meet Whittaker and told him about the new educational
program that had recently been inaugurated at Duke.  Roger
was enthusiastic and became a member of the third PA class.
Possibly because of his California legal experience, Roger
was very active in PA politics and became the ninth president
of the AAPA (1976-1977).  The PA profession suffered a great
loss in 1990, when Roger succumbed to cancer.

William D. Stanhope first heard of the PA concept through
media accounts of WhittakerÕs trial and now he became
RogerÕs classmate at Duke.  Bill had grown up a ÒNavy brat,Ó
the son of a career sailor, and had enlisted in the US Army in
1961. His recruiter offered him training as an Army medic,
saying medics always sleep between clean sheets, work in air-
conditioned facilities, and enjoy the company of attractive
nurses.  Upon completion of his military service in 1964, Bill
returned to college, taking pre-med courses.  However, med-
ical schools in the 1960s might as well have posted a sign
ÒDogs and old people keep off the grass,Ó and Bill, who had
been in the military from 1961 to 1964, was already old in
their eyes.  Consequently, he joined the ranks of former med-
ical corpsmen marching to the beat of Dr. SteadÕs drum.



In 1968, Stanhope became the founding president of the
AAPA, a role he performed admirably for two consecutive
terms.  Since that time, he has remained active in PA politics,
has served as a consultant to the Oklahoma Board of
Medicine, and was the first PA to receive a Robert Wood
Johnson Fellowship, which brought him into contact with the
countryÕs political leaders.  Most of BillÕs professional career
has been in academia, not only in Oklahoma, but also as the
Director of the Harlem Hospital PA Program in the Village of
Harlem, New York City.  

Although medical schools in the 1960s may have thought that
no one over age 22 was a qualified applicant, Dr. Stead had
no such misconceptions.  As a result, Alfred Bibby became a
classmate of Whittaker and Stanhope.  He was a high school
dropout who had joined the US Navy in 1951 during the
Korean War.  He studied nights and weekends and earned his
diploma of general education development, which led to his
acceptance at Boston University after completion of his mili-
tary service.  He worked with Dr. Frances Moore at Peter
Bent Brigham Hospital and later at Harvard School of
Medicine, performing pioneering work in renal transplanta-
tion.  Many physicians were so impressed with his knowledge
and skills that Al was asked almost daily why he didnÕt go to
medical school.  While considering that possibility, he was
involved in a serious car accident that kept him hospitalized
and then out of work for a year.  As soon as Al heard of the
PA program at Duke, he applied and was accepted. Although
he had a job offer from Harvard, Al had served one of his
clinical rotations in California, and he accepted a surgical
position there after graduation, thus becoming the first surgi-
cal PA in that state.  He was in this enviable position 
for about 1 week before the California Board of Medical
Examiners began restricting his activities.  He was forced to
leave the surgical practice he was in and accepted a position
with Kaiser-Permanente.  In California, he met some of (then)
Governor Ronald ReaganÕs associates and helped establish
model legislation for PAs in the state.  However, at Kaiser-
Permanente, Bibby quickly tired of performing physical
exams on healthy children and migrated to Oklahoma City
Veterans Administration Hospital, where he was able to par-
ticipate in surgery and teach in the Oklahoma PA Program.
After 10 years in Oklahoma, Al moved to  Arkansas, where
he remained active in surgery at Fayetteville Veterans
Administration Hospital, until his recent retirement.

As word of the successful PA program at Duke spread, other
institutions quickly began adopting the PA concept.  In Ohio,
the world-renowned Cleveland Clinic started a program and
enrolled Dan Fox.  Dan had enlisted in the US Air Force

immediately after graduating from high school; he was look-
ing for adventure and got it on his posting to Alaska, routine-
ly flying medical-evacuation flights from Anchorage to
Vietnam to pick up patients, dropping off acute patients in
Japan and chronic patients in hospitals on the East Coast.
Since his graduation from the Cleveland Clinic program, Dan
has involved himself in PA politics and served as the AAPAÕs
10th president (1977-1978).  He directed the PA program at
the University of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City and started a
health care association in the early 1990s.

While Dan Fox was picking up causalities of the conflict in
Vietnam, J. Jeffrey Heinrich was in combat as a Navy med-
ical corpsman attached to the Fifth Battalion of the Ninth
Marines on Hill 55, southwest of Da Nang.  The medical
corpsmen cared for the Marines in their battalion and also
instructed them in first aid.  Both came in handy the night the
Vietcong ambushed JeffÕs group and injured three Marines
and Jeff himself.  While Jeff tended to the MarinesÕinjuries,
other Marines dressed his head wounds.  In the September
1966 issue of Lookmagazine, Jeff read ÒMore Than a
NurseÑLess Than a Doctor,Óan article describing the new
PA profession. He was enthusiastic to enter the program right
away, but some parental Òreality counselingÓ led him to finish
his undergraduate education in biology and chemistry so he
would have Òsomething to fall back on.Ó  He attended the
Duke PA program between 1971 and 1973 and then was
employed by the plastic surgery service at the Yale School 
of Medicine in New Haven, until he recently accepted an 
academic position at George Washington University in
Washington, DC.  From his student days, when he was presi-
dent of the AAPA Student Academy, Heinrich has always
made time to get involved in PA affairs.

In 1971, when Jeff was applying to PA programs at Duke and
Yale, so was Bruce Fichandler, who had served in the First
Air Calvary during the war in Vietnam.  Jeff was accepted
into the former, Bruce into the latter.  Beginning with their
graduation in 1973, Bruce and Jeff were colleagues in the
plastic surgery service at Yale for over 20 years.  Bruce has
never ceased to concern himself with PA politics, and in addi-
tion to serving as treasurer of the AAPA served as speaker of
the AAPA House of Delegates from 1984 to 1988 and as pres-
ident of the AAPA from 1990 through 1991. 

All of the first PA students were former military medical
corpsmen, and the military itself soon became interested in
the PA concept as a way of expanding military medical capa-
bilities in a cost-effective manner.  Upon the abolition of the
physician draft and the subsequent crisis in physician recruit-
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ment, the services turned to the physician assistant.  In 1971,
the US Air Force (USAF) began the first military physician
assistant training program.  

At that time, George McCullough was an Air Force medical
corpsman, having enlisted in 1954 and spent 1961 through
1963 in Guam.  Most recently, he had been trained in pharma-
cy and had run the pharmacy in a 50-bed medical facility.
George was interested in the PA concept and went through the
USAF training from 1971 to 1973.  This program was affiliat -
ed with the University of Nebraska, from which George
received his baccalaureate degree.  Since the USAF was
experimenting with both the PA and nurse practitioner con-
cepts, George next attended nursing school and became 
credentialed as a registered nurse (RN) in 1974 through
Miami-Dade Community College.  As a RN and holder of a
collegiate degree, he was eligible to become a commissioned
officer in the Air Force, although he would have been com-
missioned as a nurse, PAs being accorded only noncommis-
sioned status at the time.  Although other RN/PAs accepted
the offer, it didnÕt sit well with George, who declined to be
commissioned and vowed to change the system.  From 1974
through 1975, he chaired the AAPA Military Affairs
Committee, which pursued his dream.  

Initially, George worked in family practice at an Air Force
Clinic in Florida, but was transferred in 1976 to the
Washington, DC area, where he served as a consultant on PAs
to the Surgeon General of the USAF.  In November 1977, he
became the first PA to serve as assistant to the physician to
the President of the United States, a position he held until
1984.  During this time, GeorgeÕs dream was realized when
he became the first individual to be commissioned as a physi-
cian assistant in the USAF.  Following his time with the pres-
ident, he completed his military career in primary care in
Florida.  Upon his retirement from the USAF in 1988, he
found employment in occupational medicine in Los Alamos,
New Mexico.  George has been active in the PA political
arena, serving as a member of the AAPA Board of Directors
from 1974 to 1982 and serving as vice president of the
American Academy of Physician Assistants in Occupational
Medicine.

A very few individuals received such extensive training as
military medical personnel that they were ÒgrandfatheredÓ
into the PA profession.  One of these is Bob Blumm.  Bob
joined the United States Army in 1965.  Not content with
being in the Òregular army,Ó Bob became a medic in the
Special Forces.  During his service in Vietnam, 1966 through

1968, Bob saw many things that are kept from viewers of war
movies.  Following his discharge from the US Army in 1971,
Bob obtained employment at Long Island Jewish Hospital as
an operating room technician.  One of the surgeons there,
Gerald Acker, MD was extremely impressed with BobÕs com-
prehensive medical knowledge.  Consequently, with Dr.
AckerÕs assistance, Bob sat for and passed the National
Commission of Certification Examination for Physician
Assistants, being among a handful of individuals to do so.
Dr. Acker must have had a view of the future, as 24 years
later, he and Bob remain a team.  Not content to limit himself
to the practice of plastic surgery, Bob often provides surgical
assistance to other surgeons and works shifts in local emer-
gency departments.  Like a significant number of veterans
who have become PAs, Bob has been extremely active in PA
politics, serving as president of the New York State Society of
Physician Assistants in 1995-96; president-elect of the
American Association of Surgical Physician Assistants 1997-
98 and president from 1998 until the present.  In addition,
Bob was named to serve as AAPA liaison to the American
College of Surgeons from 1998-2001 and is the current Chair
of the AAPA Surgical CongressÑserving 1998-2001.

Although the USAF was the first branch of the military to
institute a PA training program, by the early 1970s each serv-
ice had its own program, and by 1990 there were over 1100
PAs working in all aspects of health care in the services.
During Operation Desert Storm, 280 PAs served on active
duty in the Persian Gulf.  Randy Danielsen is typical of PA
participants in this operation.  He had been in the Air Force in
the early 1970s and, following his discharge, attended
MEDEX IV at the University of Utah College of Medicine in
Salt Lake City.  Following graduation, Randy became a PA in
the Employee Health Division of Good Samaritan Hospital in
Phoenix.  He remained active in the Army Reserves during
this period, and in 1989, he reenlisted as Major in the US Air
Force and was assigned to the Family Practice Clinic at Luke
Air Force Base in Phoenix.  When Iraq invaded Kuwait,
Randy was put on alert and with the commencement of US
air activity in the Gulf, he was moved to Saudi Arabia, where
he was actively involved in providing medical treatment to
military personnel.

It is unfortunate that this review cannot include a brief profile
of the several thousand military corpsmen who have become
PAs.  However, these examples should convince present PAs
of the very significant role military veterans played in the
formative stages of our profession.   !
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The Past-Presidents of the Veterans Caucus 
of the American Academy of Physician Assistants join 
with the Board of Directors and the Membership in this 

celebration of the 20 years of service of the Caucus, and to take 
this time to reflect, remember, and rededicate ourselves to the 
work still before us. With your help, the Caucus will continue 

to vigorously represent veteran PAs, provide support for 
veteran students, and be an advocate for 

veteransÕhealth issues for another 
20 years, and beyond.

Ken Harbert, PA-C Dave Gwinn, PA-C
Randy Danielsen, PA-C John Padgett, PA-C
Hal Slusher, PA-C Rick Davis, PA-C
Mike Milner, PA-C Tim Egan, PA-C

Nebraska Academy of 
Physician Assistants

Tom Brotne Ð Treasurer
7906 Davenport Street

Omaha, NE 68114
Phone: (402) 393-1415
Fax: (402) 393-3216

E-mail: http://members.aol.com/neacdpas

Ronald A. McCall
St. JohnÕs Physicians & Clinics

3231 S. National
Springfield, MO 65807
Phone: (417) 885-0801
Fax: (417) 883-9631

Kentucky
Academy of
Physician
Assistants
PO Box 23251
Lexington, KY40523
1-800-884-KAPA (5272)
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In 1965, Eugene Stead began the PA profession, when he
began training four former US Navy corpsmen at Duke
University, to become PAs.  Due to AmericaÕs significant
involvement in the Vietnam War in the 60s and 70s, there
were many former military corpsmen available for and inter-
ested in obtaining this education.  Consequently, the vast
majority of the original PAs were former military corpsmen.
In 1968, the Duke PA graduates and students founded a
national organization to represent the interests of this new
professional, the American Academy of Physician Assistants
(AAPA), whose founding president was a former US Army
medic, Bill Stanhope. The first AAPA meeting held away
from the mother institution, Duke, took place on a rural Texas
US Air Force Base.  Despite the significant heritage veterans
gave to the birth of our profession, no reflection was given to
veterans during annual AAPA meetings.

In 1966 and 1967, while the initial PA students were doing
their clinical clerkships on the Duke wards, a US Navy corps-
man, Kenneth Harbert, was applying his corps school training
in service with USMC Forced Recon in Vietnam.  Ken, 
a native of Pittsburgh, had camped and hunted in rural
Pennsylvania and had spent summers working with his father
in the Allegheny Mountains.  Consequently, he was used 
to working in rural areas, although the terrain in Vietnam 
was certainly different than any he had encountered in
Pennsylvania!  Ken states that he never knew Òfear,Ó until
arriving in Nam.  In Nam, Ken said that Òlike I spent only
four months at Phu Bai, literally got blown up in a firefight
and all I remember is being extracted in a daze from what
seemed like a year in a coma and later had a rhinoplasty and
submucosal resection done on my face.Ó  While Ken thought
that this might earn him an early trip back to Òthe world,Ó he
was sorely mistaken.

However, Ken eventually did return to Òthe world,Ó and fol-
lowing his Honorable Discharge from the USN, he continued
his college education at the University of the State of New
York (SUNY) at Stony Brook.  Although Ken initially took
nursing courses there, when he found out about the PA pro-
gram, he immediately changed his professional perspective.
After graduation from SUNY, Ken worked in psychiatry,
occupational medicine, internal medicine, trauma, and then
family medicine.  While working at the University of
Pittsburgh he had the opportunity to join a Vietnam project
started by Dr. John Wilson called the ÒForgotten Warrior
Project.Ó

This involvement made Ken realize how Vietnam affected all
veterans. Subsequently, Ken moved to Washington, DC,

where he worked with a clinical psychologist, who asked Ken
and other veterans to speak to medical students about their
war experiences and the ÒstressÓ that these experiences had
injected into their lives.  From this, Ken and Dr. Jay began a
Vietnam veterans group, ÒBack in the World,Ó where Vietnam
veterans essentially met and talked about their experiences in
Nam and their Òghosts.Ó  In the 70s, Ken and Dr. Jay present-
ed testimony to the US Congress about the impact this closed
group therapy had on these veterans, and the press coined the
term ÒPost Vietnam Syndrome (PVS).Ó  At this time, veterans
hospitalized in Veterans Administration Hospitals, with
ÒghostsÓ from previous wars, were being treated for Ònerves.Ó
However, a new definition of ÒnervesÓ and Òpost Vietnam
syndromeÓ was coined, ÒPost Traumatic Stress Disorder,Ó
which still exists to cover the emotional ÒghostsÓ individuals
acquire from any traumatic situation.

Possibly due to KenÕs involvement in working with Vietnam
veterans with ÒPVS,Ó and the success group therapy had in
assisting war veterans in dealing with their Òghosts,Ó Ken 
was amazed to learn that despite the PAÕs military history, 
the AAPA had never recognized their military heritage.

In 1980, Ken began bringing veteran paraphernalia to AAPA
meetings and began social gatherings of Vietnam veterans
attending the meetings.  These were the humble beginnings,
and by 1985, the AAPA recognized the Veterans Caucus as 
an official AAPA Caucus.

Since then, Ken has been actively involved in Caucus activi-
ties, from his role as the founding president to today, when 
he serves as the executive director.  While his professional
career has literally taken him around the country (his current
position is chair for a Master of Science Physician Assistant
program that is a partnership of excellence between the
University of Sciences in Philadelphia and Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine), his ÒhomeÓ has been the
AAPA Veterans Caucus.  While active as a PA and PA educa-
tor, Ken continued his formal education by obtaining his mas-
terÕs degree and then his doctorate, all the time being actively
involved in all functions of the Veterans Caucus.  Ken has
had an active presence as the Caucus welcomed new combat
veterans from diverse locations such as Grenada, Somalia,
Kuwait, and Iraq.

This year, following the 20th consecutive Veterans Caucus
Memorial Day Ceremony, Ken is retiring from his position 
as executive director.  While Ken may retire from his active
Caucus leadership responsibilities, his spirit shall drive the
Caucus for sempiternity.   !

Ken Harbert, PA-C 



Donna Jones Moritsugu Memorial/Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Jude Tardy, Rocky Mountain College, Billings, MT
Daniel M. Lillquist, Augsburg College PA Program
The Donna Jones Moritsugu Memorial Award is in honor of the memory
of the late wife of RADM/Dr. Ken Moritsugu, whose life was cut short by
a tragic auto accident. Donna was a multitalented woman who Dr.
Moritsugu describes as the Òwind beneath his wings.Ó

Society of Army Physician Assistants/Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Awilda LaBonne, Finch University of the Health Sciences/Chicago
Medical School, Chicago, IL
This scholarship is sponsored by the members of the Society of Army PAs
through the Veterans Caucus and honors a veteran PA student who
served with distinction in the US Army.

The Order of St. Lazarus/Green Cross Project/Veterans Caucus
Scholarship
Ian Marks, George Washington University PA Program, Washington, DC
The Order of St. Lazarus/Green Cross Project award is cosponsored with
the Veterans Caucus. This ancient order is a philanthropic organization
that recognized the contributions of soldiers during the Crusades. The
Green Cross Project were volunteers who went onto the battlefield dur-
ing the Crusades and rendered medical aid to fallen soldiers.

Society of Air Force PAs/Veterans Caucus
William Zuber, Allentown College of St. Francis de Sale, Center City, PA
The scholarship is sponsored by the members of the Society of Air Force
PAs through the Veterans Caucus and honors a veteran PA student who
served with distinction in the US Air Force.

Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Keven Mottinger, Finch University of the Health Sciences/Chicago
Medical School, Chicago, IL
The scholarship is provided by the members of the Veterans Caucus and
recognizes the achievements of an outstanding veteran of one of the
seven branches of the Uniformed Services who is currently enrolled in 
PA training.

The Naval Association of Physician Assistants/Veterans Caucus
Scholarship
Patrick Bryan, University of South Alabama, Mobile, AL
This scholarship is sponsored by the members of the Naval Association
of PAs through the Veterans Caucus and recognizes the outstanding
achievement of a veteran of the US Navy or US Marine Corps enrolled 
in PA training.

Andr ea Long Memorial/Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Rodney Richmond, State University of New York, Stony Brook, NY
Robert P. Culver, Western University of Health Sciences, Pomona, CA
The Andrea Long Memorial Scholarship was new in 1998. Two scholar-
ships at $1250 each are made to honor the memory of Andrea Long, the
late wife of long-time Veterans Caucus supporter, Jim Long, Captain,
USAF, Retired. Andrea Long is remembered as a very gifted teacher, one
who was dedicated to the special education program and all children
with special educational needs.

1998
Donna Jones Moritsugu Memorial/Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Frances Placide, St. Louis University PA Program

Society of Army Physician Assistants/Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Chris Hansen, Wichita State University PA Program

The Order of St. Lazarus/Green Cross Project/Veterans Caucus
Scholarship
Phillip Land, Methodist College, Fayetteville, NC

Veterans Caucus Scholarship
Deirdre Bell, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, SC

The Naval Association of Physician Assistants/Veterans Caucus
Scholarship
Lisa Schade, Rutgers University-University of Medicine and Dentistry,
PA Program, NJ

Andr ea Long Memorial/Veterans Caucus Scholarships
Jeff Lime, Arizona Southwest Center for Health Sciences, Phoenix, AZ
Stacy Dinwiddie, Northeastern University PA Program, Braintree, MA

1997
Francisco I. Norman, University of Florida, Gainesville
Matthew J. Messa, University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston
Michael J. Robichaud, Medical University of South Charleston,
Charleston, SC
Joseph Stewart, University of South Alabama
Lawrence L. Conely, Univ. of Osteopathic Medicine/Health Sciences,
Des Moines, IA

1996
Gregory Branche
Michelle Cardenas
Jane Hunt
John Bielinski, Jr.
William Engstrom

1995
Daniel C. Baral, Essex Community College, Baltimore
Jeffrey Wilderson, George Washington University
Kenneth E. Hoffman, University of Detroit-Mercy
Jade L. Bassett, University of Washington, Medex

1994
Ruth Meehan
Rodney Tyson
John Bryan
Frederick Hall

1993
Randall L. Brady, Wichita State University
Craig N. Reid, University of Southern California

1992
Howard K. Bennett, University of Texas, Galveston
Wade L. Hudson, University of Washington, Medex
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Story number one:

World War II produced many heroes. One such man was
Butch OÕHare. He was a fighter pilot assigned to an aircraft
carrier in the South Pacific. One day his entire squadron was
sent on a mission. After he was airborne, he looked at his fuel
gauge and realized that someone had forgotten to top off his
fuel tank. There would not be enough fuel to complete the
mission and make it back to the ship. His flight leader
instructed him to return to the carrier.

Reluctantly, Butch dropped out of formation and headed back
toward the fleet. As he was returning to the mother ship, he
saw something that made his blood run cold. A squadron of
enemy fighter planes was flying directly toward the American
fleet. The American fighters had left on a sortie and the fleet
was defenseless. He could not reach his squadron and bring
them back in time to save the fleet. Nor could he warn the
fleet of the fast approaching danger. There was only one thing
to do. He must somehow divert the enemy planes.

Without any thought for his own safety, Butch dove his plane
into the formation of enemy planes. Wing-mounted 50 cal-
ibers blazed wildly as he charged in, attacking one surprised
enemy plane after another. Butch weaved in and out of the
now broken formation and fired at as many planes as possible
until finally all his ammunition was spent. Undaunted, he
continued his assault. He dove at the enemy planes, attempt-
ing to at least clip off a wing or tail, in hopes of damaging as
many as possible and rendering them unfit to fly. He was des-
perate to do all he could to keep them from reaching the
American ships.

Finally, the beleaguered enemy squadron retreated and flew
off in the opposite direction. Deeply relieved, Butch OÕHare
gingerly flew his battered fighter back to the carrier. Upon
arrival he reported in and described his eventful return to the
ship. The film from the camera mounted on his plane graphi-
cally told the tale. It showed the extent of ButchÕs bravery
and his daring feat that saved the American ships. He was
recognized as a hero and was given the Congressional Medal
of Honor. 

Today, OÕHare Airport in Chicago is named in tribute to the
courage of a great individual, Butch OÕHare.

Story number two:

Some years earlier there was a man in Chicago called Easy

Eddie. At that time, Al Capone virtually owned the city.
Capone was not famous for anything heroic. His exploits
were anything but praiseworthy. He was, however, notorious
for immersing the city of Chicago in everything from boot-
legged booze to prostitution to murder.

Easy Eddie was CaponeÕs lawyer and for a good reason. He
was very good! In fact, his skill at legal maneuvering kept
Big Al out of jail for a long time. To show his appreciation,
Capone paid him very well. Not only was the money big,
Eddie got special dividends. For instance, he and his family
occupied a gated mansion with live-in help and all of the
modern conveniences of the day. The estate was so large that
it filled an entire Chicago city block. Yes, Eddie lived the
high life of the Chicago mob and gave little consideration to
the atrocities that went on around him.

Eddie did have one soft spot, however. He had a son that he
loved dearly. Eddie saw to it that his young son had the best
of everything: clothes, cars, and a good education. Nothing
was withheld. Price was no object. And, despite his involve-
ment with organized crime, Eddie even tried to teach his son
right from wrong. Yes, Eddie tried to teach his son to rise
above EddieÕs own sordid life. He wanted his son to be a bet-
ter man than he was. Yet, with all his wealth and influence,
there were two things that Eddie could not give his son. Two
things that Eddie had sacrificed to the Capone mob that he
could not pass on to his beloved son: a good name and a good
example. 

One day, Easy Eddie reached a difficult decision. Offering his
son a good name was far more important than all the material
things he could lavish on him. He felt he had to rectify all his
wrongdoing.  Eddie would go to the authorities and tell the
truth about Scarface Al Capone.  He wanted to clean up his
tarnished name and offer his son some semblance of integrity.
To do this Eddie would have to testify against the mob, and
he knew that the cost would be great. But more than any-
thing, he wanted to be an example to his son. He wanted to
do his best to make restitution and hopefully have a good
name to leave his son.

So, he testified. Within the year, the life of Easy Eddie ended
in a blaze of gunfire on a lonely Chicago street. He had given
his son the greatest gift he had to offer at the ultimate price.

What do these two stories have to do with one another?

Easy EddieÕs son was Butch OÕHare.   !

Two Stories



PAs of the Year
1999 Jim Long & LT Antonia Lopez

1998 Murl Dotson & CPTAlspach 

1997 Doug Condit & CPTGreg Reisz

1996 Jean Thompson & Jeff Heinrich & Major 
Shep Stone

1995 Richard Davis & CPTScott Buralli

1994 Bruce Fichandler & Capt Richard Vause

1993 William Stanhope & Major Jim Parrish 

1992 Tom Zamperi

1991 Major Jimmie Keller & William Marquardt

1990 Capt John Neese & Robert Intress

1989 CWO 4 Ron Woodruff & David Marie

1988 Edward Sorace & Mike Gallagher

1987 Kevin Walsh & CWO 3 Ron Lott

1986 Robert Norton & CWO 4 David Jenkins

1985 CWO 2 Larry Bell 

1984 Louis Rocco & CWO 3 Steve Begley

1983 Richard Currey & Clarkson

1982 Capt David Gwinn & Jarrett Wise
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Congratulations to the
Veterans Caucus with 

20 years service

From the Pat Ivory family
with over 66 years 

of service
Patrick Ivory CWO 4, PA-C, USN, 

Retired Ð 22 years

Teresa Ivory, HMCS, USNR, 
Retired (my wife) Ð 21 years

Peter F. Ivory, HMC(SS), USN, 
Retired, Dec. (my brother) Ð 20 years

Craig Ivory, Spec 4, USA, active, 
medic (my son) Ð 3 yrs and counting
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Thank you to the 
American Academy of Physician

Assistants foryour $2000 donation
for scholarships

from the 
Veterans Caucus

Thank you to Wyeth-Ayerst 
for your $5000 donation 

for scholarships 

from the 
Veterans Caucus

Ass
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rosur gical  Physician
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ssistants

Mickie Heidenreich, PA-C Ð President
Ken Huard, PA-C Ð Treasurer

(SPAAM) Society of Physician Assistants 
in Addiction Medicine

2215 Vintage Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

Phone: (719) 598-8329  Fax: (303) 761-1450
E-mail: mcnabb@clsp.nswest.net

F. Tim Garland
Shepard Stone

Friends of the Veterans Caucus

Veterans Caucus Web Site:
www.medvets-aapa.org/medvets
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ÒThe Nova Southeastern University 
Physician Assistant Program 
wishes to congratulate the 

Veterans Caucus on their 20th Anniversary. 
Your years of service to Veterans 

and Physician Assistant students is appreciated. 
We wish you many more years of success 

as you serve to remind us of the 
ÔrootsÕof our profession.Ó
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Air cast, Inc.
Carol Babrowsky

92 River Road
Summit, NJ 07901

Phone: (800) 526-8785
Fax: (800) 457-4221

www.aircast.com

Kenneth R. Harbert, PhD,
CHES, PA-C

Founder and Executive Director 
Veterans Caucus

Chair, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine

Philadelphia, PA

With our sincere thanks for what your organization 
has done for the physician assistant profession 
and for what your members did for America.

The Faculty and Staff of The Utah Physician Assistant Program

Congratulations to the 
Veterans Caucus on your

20th Anniversary
The African Heritage Caucus

Phone: (336) 282-0945
E-mail: rwooten@aol.com

Support the Veterans Caucus! Call 800-272-6692 to place yourad in next yearÕs journal.
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Denver Orthopedic Clinic
Kenneth Gartzke, PA-C
1601 E. 19th Ave. #5000

Denver, CO 80218
303-839-5383

303-832-2220 Fax

I would like to thank all those who have
served this great nation over the years. Here

are a few of those that I know: Richard
Rowley, Medic, WWII; Gene Tullis, Medic
now MD, Vietnam 1966-68; Donald Ferlic
MD, Vietnam 1968-69; Henry Fieger MD,

Vietnam 1967-68; Janice Nark RN, 
1967-68 Vietnam; Brian Harms, Medic, 

PA-C, Vietnam 1970-71; 
R. Ann Shull RN, Gulf War 

and to all the others not listed. 

LESTWE FORGETTHANKS

The American Association of 
Surgical Physician Assistants 

Congratulates the Veterans Caucus 
on its Twentieth Anniversary

888-88-AASPA
www.aaspa.com

Support the Veterans Caucus! Call 800-272-6692 to 
place yourad in next yearÕs journal.
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I am a doctor specializing in emergency medicine in the
emergency departments of the only two military Level One
trauma centers.  They are both located in San Antonio, Texas,
and they care for civilian emergencies as well as military per-
sonnel.  San Antonio has the largest military retiree popula-
tion in the world because of the location of these two large
military medical centers.  

As a military doctor in training for my specialty, I work long
hours.  The pay is less than glamorous.  One tends to become
jaded by the extensive hours; the lack of sleep, food, and
family contact; and the endless parade of human suffering
passing before you. 

The arrival of another ambulance does not mean more pay,
only more work.  Most often it is a victim from a motor vehi-
cle crash.  Often it is a person of dubious character who has
been shot or stabbed.  With our large military retiree popula-
tion, many times it is a nursing home patient. 

Even with my enlisted service and minimal combat experi-
ence in Panama prior to medical school, I used to catch
myself groaning when the ambulance brought in yet another
sick, elderly person from one of the local retirement centers
that cater to military retirees.  I had not stopped to think of
what citizens of this age group represented.

Then I saw the movie Saving Private Ryan. I was deeply
touched; not so much by the carnage in the first 30 minutes
but by the sacrifices of so many.  I was especially moved by
the scene of the elderly survivor at the graveside asking his
wife if he had been a good man.  I realized that I had seen
these same men and women coming through my emergency
department and had not stopped to realize what magnificent
sacrifices they had made.  The things they did for me and
everyone else who has lived on this planet since the end of
that conflict are priceless.

Situation permitting I now try to ask my patients about their
experiences.  They would never bring up the subject without
the inquiry.  I have been privileged to hear an amazing array
of experiences recounted in the brief minutes allowed in an
emergency department encounter.  Their stories have revealed
the incredible individuals I have had the honor of serving in a
medical capacity, many of them on their last admission to the
hospital.

There was a frail, elderly woman who reassured a young
enlisted medic trying to start an IVline in her arm.  She
remained calm and poised despite her illness and the multiple
needle sticks into her fragile veins. She was what we call a
Òhard stick.Ó  As the medic made another attempt I noticed a
number tattooed across her forearm. I touched it with one fin-
ger and looked into her eyes.  She simply said, ÒAuschwitz.Ó
Many patients of later generations would have loudly and
openly berated the young medic during his many futile
attempts to start the IV.  How different was the response from

this person who had experienced unspeakable suffering.

A long retired Colonel, as a young USN officer, had parachut-
ed from his burning plane over a Pacific island held by the
Japanese.  Now an octogenarian, he had cut his head in a fall
at home where he lived alone.  His CTscan and suturing had
been delayed until after midnight by the usual parade of high
priority ambulance patients.  Still spry for his age, he asked to
use the phone to call a taxi to take him home.  He soon real-
ized that the ambulance had brought him without his wallet
and he had no money.  He asked if he could use the phone to
make a long distance call to his daughter who lived 70 miles
away.  With great pride we told him that the least we could do
was get him a taxi home, even if we had to pay for it our-
selves.  My only regret was that my shift did not end for sev-
eral hours and I could not drive him home myself.

I was there the night MSG Roy Benavidez came through the
emergency department for the last time.  He was very sick.  I
was not the doctor taking care of him but I walked to his bed-
side and took his hand.  I said nothing. He was so sick he did
not know I was there.  I had read his Congressional Medal of
Honor citation and wanted to shake his hand.  He died a few
days later.

The gentleman who served with MerrillÕs Marauders, the sur-
vivor of the Bataan Death March, the survivor of Omaha
Beach, the 101-year-old World War I veteran, the former
POWheld in frozen North Korea, the former Special Forces
medic now with nonoperable liver cancer, the former Vietnam
Corps CommanderÉ I remember these citizens.  I may still
groan when another ambulance comes in but now I am much
more aware of what an honor it is to serve these men and
women.  

I am angered at the cutbacks, implemented and proposed, that
will continue to decay their meager retirement benefits.  I see
a president and congress who would turn their backs on these
individuals who have sacrificed so much to protect our liber-
ty.  I see later generations that seem to be totally engrossed 
in abusing these same liberties that were won with such 
sacrifice.  It has become my personal endeavor to make my
coworkers, especially the younger ones, aware of these 
amazing individuals when we encounter them in our emer-
gency department.  Their response to these particular citizens
has made me think that perhaps all is not lost in the next 
generation.

My experiences have solidified my belief that we are losing
an incredible generation and this nation knows not what it is
losing. Our uncaring government and ungrateful civilian pop-
ulace should all take note.

We should all remember that we must, ÒEarn this.Ó

Rangers lead the way!

CPTStephen R. Ellison, MD

Earn This
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Countless individuals owe their lives to the field medics then,
physician assistants today. I believe my uncles are two such
individuals. I truly hope this piece does pay special tribute to
your cause. On behalf of my family, I dedicate this piece to you.
Your work today reflects the skill, and sheer will to learn and
save lives as was done during the Vietnam War.

David W. Ehlert, M.A.M.S.
Medical Illustrator

Residing in Seattle, biocommunication specialist David W. Ehlert, M.A.M.S. 
balances a full time job at the University of WashingtonÕs Health Science Center 
for Educational Resources and is CEO and owner of redehlert illustrations. Dave
holds a Masters of Associated Medical Science (M.A.M.S.) from the esteemed
Biomedical Visualization (BVis) program at The University of Illinois at Chicago. 

ÒReflectionsÓ
Cover Artwork by David Ehlert

Deadline to order: July 31, 2000. 

12Ó X 18Ó framable quality GiclŽe print that will be signed and numbered by the artist.

A percentage of the sale of this artwork will go towards the Veterans Caucus Scholarship Fund.

Choose ___ sepia version (as seen on front cover) and/ or ____ full color version.  

Number ____ sepia version(s)

Number ____ full color version(s)

Total number of prints  _____

Mail check payable to: David W. Ehlert, M.A.M.S.
redehlert illustrations
423 Terry Avenue, Apt. 22
Seattle, WA 98104-2417

Cost per print: $70  (includes postage and handling)
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone/E-mail________________________________________________________________________________________
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